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May is National Preservation MonthΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦέ  !ǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
we are honoring this theme by hosting the first ever SAA Preservation Roadshow to help educate the general public 
about the care and preservation of their personal treasures ς items that may someday fall under our care in archives. 
 
While National Preservation Month does not specifically relate to archives, the sentiment described on the website can 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ   ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
that have contributed to our American experience ς whether it is a battlefield, a ship, church or house museum. 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ {ŀǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǊǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻǘǎΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
month, and throughout the rest of the year, let us take these words to heart, and consider the communities we serve, 
and think about how we can support these communities and organizations. 
 
 

Jennifer Anne Hawkins 
 
 
 

 

Note From the Chair  

SAA SPRING MEETING:  SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Mark your calendars for the upcoming Spring Meeting for all SAA members, 
which will be held at NARA at on April 15 3-4:30 pm.  The meeting will open 
with a short business section, including a discussion of upcoming events.  
This will be a chance for you to offer your insights and hobnob with your 
colleagues.  A tour of the National Archives facility will be available for any-
one interested following the meeting.  

http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/preservation-month/
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Review Essay 

Everyone His/Her Own Archivist 

Josh Zimmerman 

 

Richard J. Cox, Personal Archives and a New Archival 
Calling: Readings, Reflections, and Ruminations, Duluth: 
Litwin Books, LLC, 2008.  $35.00 

Lƴ /ŀǊƭ .ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ мфом ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
Association entitled, ά9ǾŜǊȅƳŀƴ Iƛǎ hǿƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴέ he 
cleverly reduces history to its lowest common denomi-
nator and argues that the general public possesses some 
of the same skills that professional historians do, an idea 
that surely ruffled more than a few academic feath-
ers.  Using a now antiquated example of paying a coal 
delivery bill, Becker reasons that Mr. Everyman conducts 
historical research by analyzing various sources, weigh-
ing evidence, and making an informed decision based on 
that research. 

¦ǎƛƴƎ .ŜŎƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ƳŀǘƘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
everyone is just as much an archivist as he or she is a 
historian, yet only a select few of us have professional 
archival experience or formal training.  Just like us, our 
non-professional counterparts constantly make deci-
sions about appraisal, arrangement and description, and 
preservation that affect their professional, personal, and 
family records. Some inquisitive or resourceful people 
may stumble upon reliable information or advice, but 
many make decisions without a clear understanding of 
proper preservation techniques. 

The effects of these uninformed decisions are disastrous 
ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
to the larger documentary universe.  Since the 1960s, 
archivists have expanded the scope of their collecting 
policies to include documentation from un- and under-
represented people, those all but forgotten in traditional 
collecting efforts. As a result of these conscious deci-
sions, archival collections have started to reflect the rich 
diversity of American life.  Though archivists have taken 
a more active role in collecting and even in creating 
documentation to fill gaps in existing collections, the 
initial burden of this herculean preservation task has 
fallen largely on people who know very little of preserva-

tion or archives for that matter.  We solicit materials 
from defunct businesses and organizations and families 
of dead individuals, but rarely do we provide early pres-
ervation training for those same businesses, families, 
and individuals. When we do reach out to the commu-
nity, our efforts are usually geared toward older material 
(photographic prints and negatives, paper, moving im-
ages, and audio tape) and not the massive amount of 
digital material created today.  

Compared to analog records, digital materials are ex-
tremely unstable.  As proprietary software, hardware, 
and file formats quickly become obsolete, we lose great 
swaths of information about the past.  While some of 
the information is useless, the equivalent of digital post-
it notes, other records are extremely valuable to indi-
viduals and families.  Some technology journalists have 
termed this ominous loss to our digital documentary 
ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ άŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƎŜΦέ  Despite the questionable 
aptness of this early medieval metaphor, the loss of 
valuable personal digital information is an enormous 
problem for a society heavily reliant on computers for 
entertainment, work, education, and almost every other 
facet of daily life.  Due to carelessness, a blind faith in 
technology, an apathetic view of personal documents or 
history, or just plain blissful ignorance, many people are 
just not equipped to preserve their digital records.  Com-
panies rarely consider issues of long term preservation 
when developing new products or systems, which com-
pounds the problem. So whose problem is preserva-
tion?  Lǎ ƛǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ŀǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘǎΩ ǊŜπ
sponsibility? 

In his newest book Personal Archives and a New Archival 
Calling: Readings, Reflections, and Ruminations, Richard 
J. Cox assigns this duty to the archival profession.  But 
instead of viewing this task as a heavy burden, he sees it 
as a great opportunity to connect with a public that may 
not yet understand the value of archives and archivists. 
He explores the recent popularity of personal record 
keeping, collecting, genealogy, calligraphy, and journal-
keeping as an untapped resource in educating people 
about the archival mission. He also urges archivists to 
embrace the romantic resonance of old documents and 

Review Essay 

http://www.historians.org/info/AHA_history/clbecker.htm
http://litwinbooks.com/personalarchives.php
http://litwinbooks.com/personalarchives.php
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Review Essay 

photographs.  

Cox presents personal preservation education as an en-
tirely new calling for archivists and fashions himself its 
missionary. To archivists deeply involved in outreach, 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΣ /ƻȄΩǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 
seem so novel.  Unfortunately, he does very little to ac-
knowledge the work that archivists have done to lay the 
groundwork for this new enterprise.  Yet, the looming 
problem of personal digital preservation makes this an 
increasingly pertinent discussion. 

Personal Archives and a New Archival Calling creates a 
tension between archival materials and archivists as pro-
fessionals.  Are archivists merely the sum of their collec-
tions, the combined results of our efforts of processing 
and making collections accessible?  For quite some time, 
archivists have formed a sense of professional value 
from the materials with which they work and rightfully 
so.  Without materials and people to use them and sub-
sequently, find value in them, we would be a sorry 
lot.  Cox suggests that archivists are (and can be) more 
than just the collections within their care; they possess a 
valuable set of skills that in turn can be taught to the 
public in order to help them manage and preserve per-
sonal archival materials.  This type professional soul 
searching is ultimately healthy for archivists.  The real 
danger lies in stagnant views of the profession and our 
place in society.  Lƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƻȄΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ όǎŜŜ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛπ
Ǿƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣέ American Archivist Volume 
пфΣ {ǳƳƳŜǊ мфусύΣ ƛǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
capitalize on this tension to strengthen his argument for 
a realignment of the archival mission.  

Whether you view Personal Archives and a New Archival 
Calling as a entirely new calling, an extension of the tra-
ditional archival mission of education and outreach, or 
question whether it is a calling at all, it is certainly a clar-
ion call for archivists to increase and refocus their efforts 
towards helping the public preserve personal archival 
materials.  Archivists constantly claim that both our pro-
fession and collections are indispensible to society.  They 
pepper their prose with terms such as collective or social 
memory to add weight to this claim hoping that if they 
boldly employ these terms with confidence and often 

enough, it will magically come to fruition.  /ƻȄΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
presents a very thoughtful and selfless way to ensure 
that the public understands the value of our profession 
and collections.  !ǎ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ 
personal archiving represents a major new opportunity 
for archivists to re-imagine and better communicate 
their mission in society by aiding individuals who have 
already developed some interest in the archival enter-
ǇǊƛǎŜέ όнύΦ  

The major drawback of the book is that while it does 
provide great conceptual and professional ideas to mull 
over, it provides very little practical advice in helping 
archivists actually connect with the public.  As he freely 
ŀŘƳƛǘǎΣ άŀǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ 
mostly among themselves, and I plead guilty to this as 
well.  For another, archivists have tended to take more 
conceptual views of their role in society, to the extent 
that the average person has little ability to connect in 
ŀƴȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŀƭ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴέ όнύΦ  It 
is unclear whether his intention is to provide an intellec-
tual framework for a movement already underway or to 
attempt to spur one on.  Nevertheless, Cox leaves most 
of the heavy lifting to his fellow archivists.  Personal Ar-
chives and a New Archival Calling is merely an argument 
that archivists should educate the public, but not how 
such a feat can be realized.  LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ ŀƴ ŀǳπ
ǘƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
this book, one is also left without a clear understanding 
of the immense scope of the public preservation prob-
lem and the possible solution.  Large-scale systematic 
and collaborative approaches are needed to render 
/ƻȄΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ  Ask an Archivist Day 
on Twitter (June 9th), personal archives conferences, re-
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΩ National Digital 
Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program 
and regional and local events around the country such as 
ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ !ǊŜŀ !ǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘǎΩ Archives Preservation Road-
show (Shameless Plug!) are all ways archivists have 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ /ƻȄΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
action.  

Continued page 6 
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http://askarchivists.wordpress.com/
http://askarchivists.wordpress.com/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
http://seattlearchivesroadshow.wordpress.com/
http://seattlearchivesroadshow.wordpress.com/
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News   

Continued from page 4 

For archivists looking to step back from their daily con-
cerns, Personal Archives and a New Archival Calling con-
tains plenty of concepts and suggestions to tackle and 
discuss.  Perhaps the best idea that he presents is a ra-
tionale for his new calling.  Cox states that by answering 
questions that individuals may have about personal 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ άƳŀȅ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
administration of corporate and government records 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭέ όмтфύΦ  If nothing else, I 
think this book has reinvigorated and will continue to 
revive discussions of the proper place of archivists in 
society, their public role as preservation educators, and 
the value and necessity of new ideas in the archival pro-
fession.  

UW Special Collections has recently completed 
processing four new collections of personal pa-
pers. 

James W. Forsyth family papers 
Accession No. 5541-001 
Date span: 1803-2004 (Bulk: 1850-1896) 
6.82 cubic feet (8 boxes) 
  
James Forsyth (1834-1906) was born in Ohio and at-
tended West Point Military Academy.  After his gradua-
tion in 1856, he served in the 9th U.S. Infantry, which 
included postings in Washington Territory at Fort Bel-
lingham and at Camp Pickett on San Juan Island.  During 
the U.S. Civil War, he served as a lieutenant under Major 
General Phillip H. Sheridan, and remained with Sheridan 
after the war as his Chief of Staff, which involved him in 
many military campaigns against Native Americans in the 
West.  As the colonel in charge of the 7th at Fort Riley, 
Kansas, he was the commander of the American troops 
participating in the Wounded Knee massacre in 1890 -- 
although there was an official investigation afterwards 
into Forsyth's conduct, he was cleared of wrongdoing by 
the government, and eventually retired from service as a 
Major General in 1897. 
 
Materials include diaries, clippings, reports, ephemera, 
genealogical records, maps, and photographs, but the 

papers primarily consist of Forsyth's correspondence, 
particularly letters exchanged between Forsyth and his 
wife, Lizzie Dennison Forsyth, between 1866 and 
1886.  Other notable correspondents include Phillip 
Sheridan, Ulysses Grant, William Sherman, and "Libbie" 
Custer, the wife of General George Custer.   

   

Stan Henry papers 
Accession No. 5558-001 
Date span: 1966-2002 (Bulk: 1978-1998) 
22 cubic feet (23 boxes) 
 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/
docs/papersrecords/HenryStan5558.xml  
 
Stan Henry (1951-2003) was born in Indiana and gradu-
ated from Purdue University in 1975.  After working for 
Purdue and for Alaska Pacific University, Henry moved to 
Seattle in 1979 to focus on his career as a writer.  His 
short fiction was widely published in local and national 
periodicals such as Seattle Gay News, Paper Radio, Out/
Look, and Sacred City.  Henry frequently collaborated 
with other authors and artists, which ultimately resulted 
in his co-writing a musical called Hibiscus, which pre-
miered at the Pilgrim Center for the Arts in Seattle in 
1990.  In addition to his work as a writer, Henry was a 
prominent activist in Seattle's community of people liv-
ing with AIDS: he co-founded the Seattle AIDS Support 
Group in 1983, and assisted substantially in the creation 
of the Northwest AIDS Foundation and the Chicken Soup 
Brigade (now Lifelong AIDS Alliance). 

Materials include correspondence, literary manuscripts, 
publications, ephemera, clippings, and photo-
graphs.  Among Henry's frequent correspondents are the 
authors Rebecca Brown, Howard Cruse, Carl Vaughn 
Frick, Michael Harris and Bill Schelly. 

 

 

 

http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/HenryStan5558.xml
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/HenryStan5558.xml
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Walt Crowley papers 
Accession No. 5573-001 
Date span: 1955-2007 (Bulk: 1977-1995) 
8 cubic feet (8 boxes) 
 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/
docs/papersrecords/CrowleyWalt5573.xml  
 
Walt Crowley (1947-2007) grew up in Seattle, and be-
came involved in political activism while a student at the 
University of Washington in the late 1960s.  After several 
years as a contributor to Helix, an underground newspa-
per, Crowley became involved in social services, and in 
the 1970s worked in several positions for the city of Se-
attle, acting as their unofficial citizen participation ex-
pert.  Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, he remained 
involved in journalism and politics locally, writing for the 
Seattle Weekly, participating in regular debates with 
John Carlson on KIRO-TV, and serving as Governor Mike 
Lowry's speechwriter for two years in the early 
1990s.   In the late 1990s, after writing multiple books on 
the history of the Seattle area, he teamed up with his 
wife, Marie McCaffrey, and another local historian, Paul 
Dorpat, to conceive of and create an online encyclopedia 
of local history, which they named HistoryLink.org 
 
Materials include correspondence, clippings, photo-
graphs, art, and video tapes.  Key subjects include Allied 
Arts of Seattle (for whom Crowley once served as presi-
dent), the Blue Moon Tavern (which Crowley was instru-
mental in saving from demolition in 1990), and the Seat-
tle Municipal League, an organization that employed 
Crowley as its policy director in the late 1980s. 

 

Robert B. Walkinshaw papers 
Accession No. 5568-001 
Date span: 1903-1963 
4.68 cubic feet (7 boxes) 
 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/
docs/papersrecords/WalkinshawRobertB5568.xml  
 
Robert Walkinshaw (1884-1963) was born in Pennsyl-
vania and graduated from the College of Wooster in 

Ohio.  After receiving his law degree from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1911, he moved west to practice law in Ta-
coma until 1916, at which time he moved his practice to 
Seattle.  He was an active member of many local clubs 
and associations, including the Rainier Club and the 
Monday Club.  He published a work of local history in 
1929 entitled On Puget Sound, which was illustrated by 
his wife, Jeanie Mayer Walter Walkinshaw (1885-1976), 
who had studied art in Paris with Lucien Seimon and 
Rene Mesnard, and worked with Robert Henri after her 
return to the States. 
 
Materials include manuscripts, diaries, publications, cor-
respondence, legal documents, photographs, prints, 
sound recordings, and ephemera.  They cover Walkin-
shaw's college career, his travels as a young man, his 
legal career (including an article written about the Nur-
emberg Trials which appeared in the journal of the 
American Bar Association), and the research he saved 
from his work On Puget Sound. 
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http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/CrowleyWalt5573.xml
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/CrowleyWalt5573.xml
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/WalkinshawRobertB5568.xml
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/findaids/docs/papersrecords/WalkinshawRobertB5568.xml
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News  (continued)  

U.S. District Court Records Almost Fully Processed at 
NARA Pacific Alaska Region 

Thanks to the efforts of several archivists, archives 
technicians, and students, the records of the U.S. Dis-
trict Courts of Oregon, Washington and Idaho are al-
most completely described in the Archival Research 
Catalog (ARC). The records include not only docket 
books and case files, but naturalization information, 
Commissioner's dockets, indexes, registers, and other 
books tracking the work of the courts. We found sev-
eral interesting things along the way. In the records of 
the U.S. District Court of Western Washington, Ta-
coma, the 1918-1919 volume of Military Petitions for 
Naturalization at Fort Lewis there are clusters of 
women in the Nurses Corps intermingled with the sol-
diers petitioning for naturalization.  

While not related to the processing project, we also 
want to mention that we were finally able to accession 
the docket books (1892-1997) of the U.S. District Court 
of Idaho this year. We have been in discussion with the 
Court in Idaho about these docket books for several 
years. In addition to the docket books the Court sent a 
complete index to their cases through 1990, a wide 
variety of 19th and early 20th century administrative 
records and naturalization records. 

τ Kathleen Crosman, NARA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These high quality doodles on the inside cover of the Oregon cross in-
dex of case number to judgment roll number. 

 
Graduate Travel Grants 
 
The History Department at the University of Washington 
offers several travel grants for graduate students. The 
Maclyn P. Burg Graduate Student Scholarship Fund in His-
tory supports student travel costs for research trips. The 
Graduate School Travel and Honoraria Award provides 
funding for guest speakers, with leftover monies granted 
to students to cover travel costs to attend conferences or 
present papers. The History Miscellaneous Scholarship is 
also available for attending conferences or presenting pa-
pers. Mail to: 

STEERING COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

The SAA steering committee requests nomina-

tions for our upcoming elections.  Committee 

treasurer has decided to step down from the 

board, so this year we will have three vacancies 

to fill.  Please send your name (or the name of a 

colleague) along with a short introduction to 

www.seattle.area.archivists@gmail.com.     
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University of Washington 
Department of History 
315 Smith Box 353560 
Seattle, WA 98195 
206-543-5790 
 
 
 
 

This month marks the 44th anniversary of the for-
mation of the Seattle Jewish Archives Committee 

The Seattle Jewish Archives Committee was created on 
April 22, 1968, by the Women's Division of the Jewish 
Federation of Seattle and the University of Washington. 
The purpose was to acquire materials documenting Seat-
tle's Jewish history.  

The first meeting was held in the Manuscripts division of 
the University of Washington Libraries. This committee 
laid the foundation for the establishment of the Wash-
ington State Jewish Historical Society, which was organ-
ized in 1980. [History Link] 

 

 

Collections of Catholic buildings photos being proc-
essed 

Thanks to Alden Lee, volunteer and soon to be UW I-
School student, for his work in the photo collections of 
the Archives of the Archdiocese of Seattle.  Over the past 
9 months, Alden has accessioned more than 13,000 im-
ages of Catholic parish, hospital, school, and college 
buildings throughout western Washington.  Many of 
these images document landmarks important to the 
early history and development of towns and cities 
throughout the region. Plans to digitize and catalogue 
these collections are underway. 

 

 

Tulalip village and St. Anne mission church circa 1860. Accession No. 
VR700.4233, Archives of the Archdiocese of Seattle. 

 

 

 

 

News  (continued)  

WANT TO HOST AN SAA  MEETING AT YOUR  

REPOSITORY? 

Let us know. Weôre always looking for different re-

positories to host events and meetings. Please con-

tact seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com for more infor-

mation. 

HAVE ANY IDEAS FOR MEETINGS, PROGRAMS, OR 

ANYTHING ELSE? 

Weõre always open to new ideas for virtually anything 

archives related. Itõs your Seattle Area Archivists. 

Weõre especially looking for volunteers to host or 

plan Archives Reading Group meetings and Café des 

Fonds programs. Please contact: seattleareaarchi-

vists@gmail.com   

mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
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Genealogists and historians will benefit from a re-
cent discovery at NARA, Pacific Alaska Region 

One of the more unusual roles for military personnel 
during World War I, and one that many genealogists 
might not be aware of, took place in the Pacific North-
west. Men who had experience in the logging industry 
found themselves fighting the war not in the trenches in 
Europe but instead in the forests and mills of Oregon 
and Washington as a part of the Spruce Production Divi-
sion. The Spruce Production Division was the U.S. Signal 
Corps unit responsible for logging and milling the lumber 
needed to build airplanes for the U.S. Navy, U.S. Army 
and European allies. The roughly 187 cubic feet of 
Spruce Production records include the correspondence 
of over 150 field squadrons and companies, district of-
fices, and headquarters units in Oregon and Washington. 
In the past this material had been used by researchers 
interested in the World War I era, the impact of the 
1918 flu pandemic, and the role of the company union, 
the Loyal Legion of Loggers and Lumbermen, in main-
taining labor peace. But its value to genealogists has 
been limited to those who knew the actual unit number 
to which their relative was assigned.  

Recently a roster was found that lists all military person-
nel assigned to the Spruce Production Division as of No-
vember 1, 1918. The discovery of this roster opens up 
these records to family historians who know only that 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ 
know that their relative was in the Army and had previ-
ously worked in the lumber industry. The roster can be a 
valuable alternative to the official military personnel file 
(OMPF) since records of men discharged from the World 
War I Army were among the 80% of OMPFs destroyed in 
the 1973 fire at the Military Personnel Records Center in 
St. Louis, Missouri. The roster is arranged by first letter 
of the surname and then by unit; and lists the age, rank, 
duty assignment and home address for each man. We 
hope to have volunteers enter the information into a 
searchable database to improve access in the future.  
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The collapse of the dome of St. James Cathedral under three feet of snow 
(February 1916). The dome was never replaced.  Accession No. VR700.2713, 
Archives of the Archdiocese of Seattle 

 

Society of American Archivists Council Adopts 
GPAS Revision 
 
The Council approved revisions to the Guidelines for a 
Graduate Program in Archival Studies (GPAS) on Febru-
ary 22, 2011, via electronic vote, concluding a revision 
process that began in early 2010. Revised GPAS guide-
lines are now posted online: http://www2.archivists.org/
gpas. Versions discussed by the Council since May 2010 
are available in public reports accessed via the Council 
agendas page. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Calendar   News  (continued)  

http://www2.archivists.org/gpas
http://www2.archivists.org/gpas
http://www.archivists.org/governance/agendas/index.asp
http://www.archivists.org/governance/agendas/index.asp
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Fall Calendar   Seattle Symphony Library & Archives Assessment Project 

Hannah Palin 

Seattle Municipal Archives Digital Image Management 
Services  

More than 300 photos of firehouse construction were 
added to the online Photograph Index in  October and No-
vember.  Stations represented are #21 (Greenwood), #13 
(Mount Baker), #2 (Belltown), #17 (University District), #41
(Magnolia), #39 (Lake City), #35 (Crown Hill), and #33 
(Rainier Beach).  

 Also, the Photo Archives is now including links to the best 
available historic scans in the Photo Index.  In the past two 
months we have added almost 3,000 high resolution scans 
to catalog records.   

Customers can now download the images directly from the 
Index.  

 

Seattle at Fifth and Jefferson, on February 1949.  The photograph was taken 
before I-5 was built and before the Seattle Municipal Building was built (and later 
torn down). A church and hotel are visible.  Item 41578, Seattle Municipal Ar-
chives.  

 

The dedication of the McGraw Street Bridge in Queen Anne, 1936.  Item 
10912, Seattle Municipal Archives. 

 

 

 

 

 

News  (continued)  

HAVE AN EVENT THIS  

SUMMER? 

Send us career opportunities, trainings, or any 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

post it on our website. For more information, 

email: seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com. 

mailto:seattleareaarchivists@gmail.com
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Busy Summer at the Archives  

Carolyn Downs, NARA Intern 

 

 

ώ9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ  ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ нлмл ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ 
this newsletter.] 

 

2010 was an unusually busy summer for the National Ar-
chives in Seattle, Washington, as eight student interns 
from across the country descended upon the Red Room 
(the processing room) with the fervor of those eager to 
get face-to-ŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  

Under the guidance of archivist Patty McNamee, interns 
Jason VanGeelkerken ς BA, Washington State University; 
Katie Magee ς MA, Western Washington University; Lau-
rie Waite ς MLIS, San Jose State University; Barbara Mor-
gan ς MLIS, San Jose State University; Rebecca Smith ς 
BA, Yale University; Ashley Stevens ς MA/MLIS, University 
of South Carolina; Carolyn Downs ς MAS/MLIS, University 
of British Columbia; and Kayla Ondareck ς MSI, University 
of Michigan, were introduced to the ins and outs of the 
ŀǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ 

What could possibly have drawn so many interns to a city 
that is known more for its rain than anything else? For 
some of the students, it was the attraction of traveling to 

a new part of the country; for others, it provided an 
opportunity to explore a possible career field; and for 
many, it was the lure of the institution itself. 

 Whatever the reason, students quickly learned that 
archival work is not as glamorous as it may first appear. 
Removing rusty staples from delicate paper, humidify-
ing maps larger than a person is tall, lifting heavy boxes 
up and down ladders, photocopying seemingly endless 
amounts of newspaper clippings, and the occasional 
ƳƻƭŘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ {ǳŎƘ 
tasks, however, did not deter them from attacking their 
projects with efficiency and zeal. 

Keeping McNamee on her feet with seemingly endless 
requests for new assignments, the student interns have 
prepared a large volume of material for public research. 
Focusing mainly on the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 
Forest Service, and the Army Corps of Engineers, pro-
jects included: 

processing and preservation of maps and plans 
from the Libby Dam, Wapato Irrigation Project, and 
the Olympic National Forest; 

processing textual records of the Beaverhead, Bit-
terroot, Kootenai, Nez Perce, and Flathead National 
Forests; 

cataloguing blue prints drawn for the Naval and 
Marine Corps Reserve Training Centers in the Pa-
cific Northwest; 

processing and indexing of land transaction case 
files of Pacific Northwest native tribal members 
from the 1950s and 1960s. 

In addition, the interns have also had the opportunity 
to attend workshops conducted by the Records Man-
agement Program, work on accessioning records from 
the Records Center to the Archives, prepare finding 
aids, perform off-site reference service, and assist refer-
ence room supervisors by pulling and filing materials 
requested by researchers. 

News  (continued)  
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As the summer came to a close and the interns return to 
their respective universities, what from this experience 
will they take with them? For Morgan, some of the most 
valuable lessons were gleaned from the Emergency and 
Disaster Planning workshop conducted by the Records 
Management Program, and for VanGeelkerken, the in-
ternship affirmed his desire to pursue graduate studies 
in the archival field. For Waite and Stevens, the most 
enjoyable part of the internship was in processing the 
historical documents and making them available to the 
public; for Smith and Downs, it was in getting to know 
and learn from the other archivists and interns; and for 
Magee, it was in learning how to use a power saw and 
humidify oversized documents.  

One thing that is certain is that the knowledge that has 
been gained during the summer will carry with the in-
terns as they move forward in their professional careers. 

2011 Digitization Grant Program 

Washington State Archives and the Washington State 
Historical Records Advisory Board 
Deadline: 5/16/2011 
The Washington State Archives and the Washington 
State Historical Records Advisory Board (WSHRAB) are 
opening a new grant cycle for the Digitization Grant Pro-
gram. This grant, supported by funding provided by the 
National Historical Publications and Records Commis-
sion, is available to libraries and heritage organizations 
that possess historically valuable records created by 
separate local government entities. Grants of up to 
$5000 are available to digitize historical public records. 
Digital copies will be provided to the grant recipient and 
mounted on the Washington State Digital Archives, 
thereby improving preservation and increasing public 
access. 
The application deadline is Monday, May 16, 2011. The 
WSHRAB 2011 Digitization Guidebook and Application 
can be found here. For more information, contact Pat-
rick Williams, grant coordinator, 360-586-0108, pat-
rick.williams@sos.wa.gov or Midori Okazaki, WSHRAB 
Project Coordinator, 425-564-3947, mi-
dori.okazaki@sos.wa.gov. 

 

Ruth Ittner, Iron Goat Trail Administrative 
Records Inventory and Preservation Plan 
Completed 
  
The Skykomish Historical Society has completed 
the first phase of preservation and cataloging for 
the Ruth Ittner, Iron Goat Trail Administrative Re-
cords collection. This work, supported by a Collec-
tions Care Program grant from 4Culture, consisted 
of inspecting and organizing the materials in thirty-
five boxes, creation of a Preservation Needs As-
sessment, completing a box level inventory of the 
materials and posting the inventory online. 
  
The collection consists of Iron Goat Trail adminis-
trative records. Included in the materials are Ruth 
LǘǘƴŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ά¢Ǌŀƛƭ [ƻƎǎέ мффп ς 2008, plans, 
schedules, photographs, meeting minuets, budg-
ets, grant applications, awards, correspondence 
files, IGT annual brochures and trail guidebooks, 
Volunteers for Outdoor Washington records, 
books, videos, contracts, maps, and year by year 
files collected by Ms. Ittner. 
  
Ruth Ittner was the Project Manager of the Iron 
Goat Trail construction, near Stevens Pass, Wash-
ington for Volunteers for Outdoor Washington in 
partnership with the US Forest Service and the 
Washington Department of Transportation. 
  
Internet access to the inventory is available at the 
society web-
site: www.skykomishhistoricalsociety.org Use the 
collections tab, then select Search the Collection, 
Key Words: Ruth Ittner Collection 

 These materials are also available for inspection 
by appointment at the Skykomish Historical Soci-
ety in Skykomish, Washington. For an appointment 
contact can be made at P O Box 247, Skykomish, 
Washington, 98288 
 
 
 
 

News  (continued)  

http://www.akcho.org/advisor/?p=1442
http://www.sos.wa.gov/archives/wshrab.aspx
tel:360-586-0108
mailto:patrick.williams@sos.wa.gov
mailto:patrick.williams@sos.wa.gov
tel:425-564-3947
mailto:midori.okazaki@sos.wa.gov
mailto:midori.okazaki@sos.wa.gov
http://www.skykomishhistoricalsociety.org/
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Fall Calendar   Becoming the Diocese of Olympia, 1910-2010 

Diane Wells 

Seattle Voices Heard at the City Archives 

The Seattle Municipal Archives recently launched a new 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ά{ŜŀǘǘƭŜ ±ƻƛŎŜǎΦέ  The online exhibit 
άǎǇŀŎŜέ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƭƛǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎΦ  Primarily of 
Seattle City Council committee proceedings, including 
committee meetings and public hearings, the audio can 
be difficult to use, as it is primarily accessible through leg-
islative history research.  The clips provide a glimpse of 
the more interesting meetings, allowing individuals to 
come to life in a way not possible with textual docu-
ments, bringing voices to life of individuals not docu-
mented anywhere else in the archives.  Give it a listen: 
http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/voices.htm  
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘƻ aŀŜǎǘŀǎΣ [ŀǊǊȅ DƻǎǎŜǘǘ 
and Rev. John H. Adams, among others. 

 

bƛŎƻƭŜǘǘŜ .ǊƻƳōŜǊƎΩǎ Shadows of a Fleeting World 
Now in Print 

In the mid-1920s a group of immigrant Japanese-
American Pictorialist photographers in Seattle came to-
gether to form the Seattle Camera Club in order to share 
their love of photography. While the club only lasted from 
1924-1929, it was amazingly successful. Members exhib-
ited their work all over the world and their photographs 
were widely published and won many awards. The presi-
dent of the club, Dr. Kyo Koike, was even invited to be-
come a member of the British Royal Photographic Soci-
ety.  Sadly, most of the Seattle Camera Club work was lost 
over time for various reasons, including the internment of 
the Japanese during WWII.  Three important collections 
of photographs by camera club members reside at the 
University of Libraries Special Collections. The Iwao Mat-
sushita, Frank Kunishige, and Dr. Kyo Koike photograph 
collections are an important resource for research and 
exhibition.  The collections also include some works from 
other members, such as, Yukio Morinaga, Hiromu Kira, 
and Frank Ogasawara. These photographs constitute the 
largest surviving group of work by the Seattle Camera 
Club members.  The holdings also include a complete run 
of the journal Notan published by the club (written in 

both English and Japanese), and many articles about 
photography written by Dr. Koike.  The holdings at Spe-
cial Collections are the largest and most complete re-
cord of any of the Japanese camera clubs which were 
prevalent on the west coast during the 1920s.  In fact, 
in some cases there is almost nothing left of the work 
of some clubs which makes the Special Collections ma-
terials even more important for researchers. 
 
A book on the Seattle Camera Club by Nicolette Brom-
berg and David Martin, Shadows of a Fleeting World: 
Pictorial Photography and the Seattle Camera Club has 
been published by the University of Washington 
Press.  The Henry Art Gallery currently is showing Seat-
tle Camera Club photographs from Special Collections 
along with works borrowed from private sources in the 
largest ever exhibition of their work.  Included in the 
exhibit also are photographic Christmas and New's 
Years cards made by the members of the club and sent 
to the club president, Dr. Koike.  The exhibit will run 
until May 8th. 
 

Mountain Lake in Winter, Kyo Koike. Courtesy Special Collec-
tions, University of Washington Libraries. Order no. MPH402.   
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http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/voices.htm



